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Web address by the due date and time
established by the Secretary.

(7) If the Secretary determines that
the Department or the Department’s
agent made an administrative error
that relates to the PE points awarded,
as described in paragraph (b)(2)(i) of
this section, the Secretary adjusts the
applicant’s PE score to reflect the cor-
rect number of PE points. If the ad-
justed score assigned to the application
would have resulted in funding of the
application during the competition and
the program has funds available, the
Secretary funds the application prior
to the re-ranking of applications based
on the second peer review of applica-
tions described in paragraph (c)(9) of
this section.

(8) If the Secretary determines that
the Department, the Department’s
agent or the peer reviewer made an ad-
ministrative error that relates to the
peer reviewers’ score(s), as described in
paragraph (b)(2)(ii) of this section, the
Secretary adjusts the applicant’s peer
reviewers’ score(s) to correct the error.
If the adjusted score assigned to the
application would have resulted in
funding of the application during the
competition and the program has funds
available, the Secretary funds the ap-
plication prior to the re-ranking of ap-
plications based on the second peer re-
view of applications described in para-
graph (c)(9) of this section.

(9) If the Secretary determines that a
peer reviewer made a scoring error, as
described in paragraph (b)(3) of this
section, the Secretary convenes a sec-
ond panel of peer reviewers in accord-
ance with the requirements in section
402A(c)(8)(C)(iv)(III) of the HEA.

(10) The average of the peer review-
ers’ scores from the second peer review
are used in the second ranking of appli-
cations. The average score obtained
from the second peer review panel is
the final peer reviewer score for the ap-
plication and will be used even if the
second review results in a lower score
for the application than that obtained
in the initial review.

(11) For applications in the funding
band, the Secretary funds these appli-
cations in rank order based on adjusted
scores and the available funds that
have been set aside for the second re-
view of applications.

§647.30

(d) Process for establishing a funding
band. (1) For each competition, the
Secretary establishes a funding band
for the second review of applications.

(2) The Secretary establishes the
funding band for each competition
based on the amount of funds the Sec-
retary has set aside for the second re-
view of applications.

(3) The funding band is composed of
those applications—

(i) With a rank-order score before the
second review that is below the lowest
score of applications funded after the
first review; and

(ii) That would be funded if the Sec-
retary had 150 percent of the funds that
were set aside for the second review of
applications for the competition.

(e) Final decision. (1) The Secretary’s
determination of whether the applicant
has met the requirements for a second
review and the Secretary’s decision on
re-scoring of an application are final
and not subject to further appeal or
challenge.

(2) An application that scored below
the established funding band for the
competition is not eligible for a second
review.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 1840-NEW6)

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070a-11)
[75 FR 65796, Oct. 26, 2010]

Subpart D—What Conditions Must
Be Met by a Grantee?

§647.30 What are allowable costs?

The cost principles in 2 CFR part 200,
subpart E, may include the following
costs reasonably related to carrying
out a McNair project:

(a) Activities of an academic or
scholarly nature, such as trips to insti-
tutions of higher education offering
doctoral programs, and special lec-
tures, symposia, and professional con-
ferences, which have as their purpose
the encouragement and preparation of
project participants for doctoral stud-
ies.

(b) Stipends of up to $2,800 per year
for students engaged in research in-
ternships, provided that the student
has completed the sophomore year of
study at an eligible institution before
the internship begins.
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(c) Necessary tuition, room and
board, and transportation for students
engaged in research internships during
the summer.

(d) Purchase, lease, or rental of com-
puter hardware, software, and other
equipment, service agreements for such
equipment, and supplies for participant
development, project administration,
or project recordkeeping.

[69 FR 43989, Aug. 25, 1994, as amended at 75
FR 65797, Oct. 26, 2010; 79 FR 76103, Dec. 19,
2014]

§647.31 What are unallowable costs?

Costs that may mnot be charged
against a grant under this program in-
clude the following:

(a) Payment of tuition, stipends, test
preparation and fees or any other form
of student financial support to staff or
participants not expressly allowed
under §647.30.

(b) Construction, renovation, and re-
modeling of any facilities.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070a-5)

§647.32 What other requirements must
a grantee meet?

(a) Number of Participants. For each
yvear of the project period, a grantee
must serve at least the number of par-
ticipants that the Secretary identifies
in the FEDERAL REGISTER notice invit-
ing applications for a competition.
Through this notice, the Secretary also
provides the minimum and maximum
grant award amounts for the competi-
tion.

(b) Eligibility of participants. (1) A
grantee shall determine the eligibility
of each student before the student is
selected to participate. A grantee does
not have to redetermine a student’s eli-
gibility once the student has been de-
termined eligible in accordance with
the provisions of §647.3; and

(2) A grantee shall determine the sta-
tus of a low-income individual on the
basis of the documentation described in
section 402A(e) of the HEA.

(c) Recordkeeping. For each student, a
grantee shall maintain a record of—

(1) The basis for the grantee’s deter-
mination that the student is eligible to
participate in the project under §647.3;

(2) The individual needs assessment;

(3) The services provided to the par-
ticipant; and

34 CFR Ch. VI (7-1-15 Edition)

(4) The specific educational progress
made by the student during and after
participation in the project.

(6) To the extent practicable, any
services the participant receives during
the project year from another Federal
TRIO program or another federally
funded program that serves popu-
lations similar to those served under
the McNair program.

(d) Other reporting requirements. A
grantee shall submit to the Secretary
reports and other information as re-
quested in order to demonstrate pro-
gram effectiveness.

(e) Project director. A grantee shall
designate a project director who has—

(1) Authority to conduct the project
effectively; and

(2) Appropriate professional quali-
fications, experience and administra-
tive skills to effectively fulfill the ob-
jectives of the project.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 1840-NEW11)

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070a-15)

[69 FR 43989, Aug. 25, 1994, as amended at 75
FR 65797, Oct. 26, 2010]

PART 648—GRADUATE ASSISTANCE
IN AREAS OF NATIONAL NEED

Subpart A—General

Sec.

648.1 What is the Graduate Assistance in
Areas of National Need program?

648.2 Who is eligible for a grant?

648.3 What activities may the Secretary
fund?

648.4 What is included in the grant?

648.5 What is the amount of a grant?

648.6 What is the duration of a grant?

648.7 What is the institutional matching
contribution?

648.8 What regulations apply?

648.9 What definitions apply?

Subpart B—How Does an Institution of
Higher Education Apply for a Grani?

648.20 How does an institution of higher
education apply for a grant?

Subpart C—How Does the Secretary Make
an Award?

648.30 How does the Secretary evaluate an
application?

648.31 What selection criteria does the Sec-
retary use?
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